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Note: Be sure that students understand that although “society” is a larger, more general 

category than the other terms, this does not mean that all societies are actually larger 

than empires, kingdoms, etc.   
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Big Idea Card 

Big Ideas of Lesson 8, Unit 4 

 The global pattern for the development of human societies in Era 3 was the 
growth of large empires that spanned vast regions of land.   

 Although Era 3 was, in many ways, the Age of Empires, it is likely that 
more people did not live in empires as compared to those who did.   

 Nevertheless, even where empires did not exist, human societies were 
rapidly growing and developing, although in different ways, all across the 
globe. 

 By studying both examples and non-examples of empires, we gain a better 
understanding of what empires actually were and why they were important. 
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Word Cards 

42   
irrigation 
 
supplying dry 
land with water 
by means of 
ditches, pipes, 
or streams  

 
Example:  The Moche used complex irrigation 
systems to assist in farming. 

(SS070408) 

   43   
aquaculture 
 
the farming of 
ocean and 
freshwater plants 
and animals for 
human consumption 
 
Example:  The Lapita used aquacultural 
resources to live. 

 (SS070408) 

    44  

grindstone  

a stone wheel for 
sharpening;  an 
abrasive wheel 
that sharpens or polishes something 
 
Example:  The grindstone was used for 
sharpening tools and weapons. 

(SS070408)   

    45   
kilometer  
 
a unit of length, 
the common 
measure of 
distances equal to 1000 meters, and 
equivalent to 0.621 mile 
 
Example: The field was five kilometers wide.  

 
(SS070408) 

 46   
stilt-legged 
 
either of a pair of 
long, slender poles 
upon which 
something is rested in order to 
elevate it above the ground 
 

Example:  They built a stilt-legged house in 

case of a flood.  

(SS070408) 

 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=irrigation&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Ue9IPiQzFAUo5M&tbnid=lo36MrvIDFzaKM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Irrigation_at_paddy_land_DSCN0550.jpg&ei=_TtjUbayGIaa2AWfuIDgAw&bvm=bv.44770516,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNEpLMDjsB8YY83-3NA1TcYiz0dkRQ&ust=1365544300652871
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=aquaculture&source=images&cd=&docid=Jon8LiXtpE1aBM&tbnid=iF5roBIsBST19M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://qingdaosikeli.en.made-in-china.com/productimage/lMQxyISJYNhn-2f0j00qeCTNWIcMFbM/China-Aquaculture-Floating-Cage.html&ei=KDtjUYT5IoGf2QXmpYCwBw&bvm=bv.44770516,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNFNh5utx63QxLYiST9zi4ISddMhoQ&ust=1365544056663614
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=grindstones&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qiz8oWeq2_Pr1M&tbnid=o0TGS1Yfh8q12M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.chemical-engineering.co/2011/09/04/grindstones/&ei=yjtjUaziK6TU2AXyv4DoAg&bvm=bv.44770516,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNGAPm3lPfw3HMMjD1dX-_XyXoTZWQ&ust=1365544220827105
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=kilometer&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=QdkYxnB8aQ5BbM&tbnid=pxWWwp8z0rt9XM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://js082.k12.sd.us/Notes_and_Wrkshts/Metric_Factor-Lable/metric_system_info.htm&ei=fTtjUd-1GMjg2QXvlIHwCQ&bvm=bv.44990110,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNHbZyViXqNrJXJ-Nq_C_-dh5BVxkA&ust=1365544148483747
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=stilt+legged+house&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=1sL8rBOkwsT6DM&tbnid=IKs1nRATEOQUwM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://svlinda.blogspot.com/2010/08/august-14-2010our-first-day-in-wangi.html&ei=WzpjUbnvKYeK2QXPnIHIDw&bvm=bv.44770516,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNGlFXORnEo_eBXxvUDhZZVQOJ9C7g&ust=1365543847198507
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Student Handout #1 – Thinking about terminology 

 Definition 

Society The community of people living in a particular country or region 
and having shared customs, laws and organizations. 
 

Civilization Larger groups of people living together in one place in more 
complex societies with social hierarchies and specialization of 
labor. 

City-state A city-state is a city (large, permanent settlement with many 
people in one place) that has its own power structure and identity 
and is not controlled by a larger body like a country. 
 

Kingdom A society with defined borders that is controlled by a monarch (a 
single, powerful leader).  This ruler often uses force and military 
leadership to rule.  Kingdoms have rigid social hierarchies.  
Kingdoms could be small or large, but did not typically extend 
across different cultural and geographic regions. 
 

Empire An empire is a group of states (organized societies) and peoples 
(ethnic groups) that span a large geographic area and are united 
and ruled by a central authority… either a monarch/emperor or 
an oligarchy (small group).  Empires frequently use organized 
militaries to expand and maintain their territory, and they included 
different cultural and geographic regions. 
 

 

Working in groups of three, discuss each of these questions and write down your group’s 

answer to each question.  Write your responses on a separate sheet of paper.  Be ready 

to explain your thinking to your class. 

1)  Is a city-state a society?  Why or why not? 

2)  Can a city-state be an empire?  Why or why not? 

3)  Is an empire a society?  Why or why not? 

4)  Can a society be both a civilization and an empire?  What is the difference? 

5)  Why do we use these different terms?  How do they help us? 
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Student Handout #2  

Unit Overview from Argument Formation Note Tracker 

Lesson  Title What does it take to form an empire? Examples / Evidence 

1 Unit Overview: 

From Early 

Civilizations to 

Empires 

 

 

 

 

2 What is the 

recipe for 

empire? A 

comparative 

analysis of   Era 

3 empires 

 

 

 
 

 

3 How did empires 

wield power and 

authority? 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Social Hierarchy 

and Slavery in 

the Age of 

Empires  

 

 

 

 

 

5 The Emergence 

and Spread of 

World Religions 

 

 
 

 

6 From Religious 

Tolerance to 

Book Burning - 

Leadership in 

the Empires 

 

 

 

 

 

7 Connections and 

Contacts in Era 

3: Exchanging 

ideas,  

technologies,   

and goods in the 

age of empire 
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Student Handout #3 – Claims, Evidence, and Reasoning about Empires 

A claim is a statement you think is true and is supported by evidence.  Make a claim about four important 

features of empires, and then provide an example for evidence and a statement of reasoning that explains 

your example.  An example is provided for you. 

 

Claim about a feature 

important to empires 

Example / Evidence...  Reasoning... how does this example show that the 

feature is important to empires?  How does the 

feature play an important role in empires? 

Large, strong 

militaries were 

important to 

empires. 

Alexander the Great 

used a huge army to 

conquer lots of land.  So 

did Augustus and the 

Roman Empire.   

Large, strong armies made it possible for 

emperors like Alexander to conquer and 

then control large amounts of land and 

people.  Emperors had to force other 

peoples to follow their rules and pay 

tributes, etc.   
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Student Handout #4:  Era 3 Societies around the World 

 

As you read about four different societies below, think about your claims related to 

empires from Student Handout #3.  What are important features for empires?  Look for 

evidence that these features were there, or not, in each of these societies.  You will have to 

decide if these societies were empires based upon the evidence in the articles. 

 

Read about each society first, and then go back with your Turn and Talk partner, re-read 

the paragraphs, and use the graphic organizer on Student Handout #5 to analyze these 

societies.   

The Olmec: 

The earliest state government in North or South America was the Olmec, who formed their 

state about 1200 BCE. This is about the time of the Mycenaean kingdoms in Greece, or 

the Third Intermediate Period in Egypt, or the Assyrians in West Asia. The Olmec 

(OHL-meck) lived between North America and South America, in Central America (what 

is now the southern part of Mexico). 

This was good land for farming, with a big river bringing plenty of water, and people had 

recently begun to farm corn and beans there, about 2000 BCE. Probably once people 

began to farm they had more kids, and there got to be a lot more people living in Central 

America than there had been before. As they got more crowded, they formed into villages, 

and then into towns, and then into cities, and soon some men emerged as their leaders, and 

they had formed a state.  

The earliest Olmec city was at San Lorenzo Tenochtitlan (not to be confused with 

Tenochtitlan of the Aztec Empire), near the Gulf Coast, in the foothills of the Tuxtla 

Mountains. It was built around 1150 BCE.    The Olmec rulers got their people to build 

groups of big stone temples at Tenochtitlan and in several other places nearby. People used 

these temples to worship the Olmec gods, but they also used them (like Sumerian 

ziggurats) to store food and generally as government buildings. Very recent discoveries 

show that the Olmec used writing to record their thoughts on slabs of stone (like our 

gravestones). 

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/government/states.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/timelines/2000bc.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/history/latebronze.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/egypt/history/thirdinter.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/westasia/history/assyrians.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/northamerica/before1500/
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/southamerica/before1500/
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/food/corn.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/food/pintobeans.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/timelines/2000bc.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/government/states.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/bc.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/westasia/architecture/ziggurats.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/westasia/architecture/ziggurats.htm
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The Olmec traded with other people all over Mesoamerica. Archaeologists find evidence of this 

in Olmec pottery all over Central America and Mexico, and pottery from other people who lived 

nearby is also found in Olmec cities. Probably the Olmecs also traded tar, or bitumen - sticky 

black oily stuff like asphalt that you can use to patch boats and seal up roofs. Some of the trade 

was probably on boats that travelled up and down the rivers, and some of it was overland, 

carried by traders walking from city to city.  

Around 900 BCE, after three hundred years, the Olmec pretty much abandoned their main 

city at Tenochtitlan and moved their government to another city, which is now called La Venta.  

Archaeologists have different theories about why this may have happened.  Possibly this was 

because of changes in the weather at this time, or it may have been because the river changed 

its course and the people moved to be near the new riverbed. Or, some people think it could 

have been because of a civil war or invasions. 

 

The Olmec state continued to rule Central America for another five hundred years after this 

move, but by 400 BCE the Olmec seem to have lost control of this area. Nobody knows how 

this happened, or why. As they lost control, new groups like the Maya and the Zapotec 

gradually developed their own societies and power in the area.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adapted from:  Olmecs. Kidipede.  History for Kids. 11 April 2013 

<http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/southamerica/before1500/history/olmec.htm>. 

 

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/timelines/1000bc.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/timelines/500bc.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/southamerica/before1500/history/maya.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/southamerica/before1500/history/zapotec.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/southamerica/before1500/history/olmec.htm
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The Moche 

The Moche were a society that developed around 100 CE along the Pacific coast of South 

America, in what is now northern Peru. The Moche kingdom was mainly based on farming 

corn and beans, like the Maya at the same time. There were big complicated irrigation 

systems all over the area controlled by the Moche. Nobody knows exactly what the government 

of the Moche looked like - it may have been an empire, or it may have been a bunch of 

independent city-states united by having the same language and culture, like classical 

Greece just a little earlier. 

The Moche built an adobe pyramid called the Huaca del Sol, and another pyramid nearby 

called the Huaca de la Luna. These had stone carvings and painted murals. There are many 

other Moche towns as well.  

The Moche continued to control much of modern Peru until about 600-800 CE, when their 

society seems to have collapsed. This collapse may have been caused by climate change about 

this time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adapted from  The Moche. Kidipede. History for Kids. 11 April 2013 

<http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/southamerica/before1500/history/moche.htm>. 

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/food/corn.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/southamerica/before1500/history/maya.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/economy/farming/irrigation.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/government/empires.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/government/polis.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/history/archaic.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/greeks/history/archaic.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/southamerica/before1500/history/moche.htm
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The Bantu 

West African people in Nigeria were smelting iron by around 300 BCE. Nobody knows for 

sure whether people in West Africa invented this process themselves, or learned about it from 

North African blacksmiths, although scholars agree that iron technology did develop in 

Africa independent of its discovery in Asia. 

Around this same time, some West African people, perhaps from a little further east in modern 

Cameroon, were beginning to leave West Africa and travel east, across the African grasslands 

south of the Sahara Desert, and south-east through the rain forests. They probably didn't all 

leave at once, but in small groups, now and then, moving gradually through eastern and then 

southern Africa. These travellers are generally called the Bantu, which means "people" in their 

languages. The Bantu's iron weapons may have helped them to force their way into the 

communities they met. 

By 400 CE these Bantu people had reached South Africa, where they began to marry some of 

the Khoikhoi and the San people. Some people in South Africa began farming or keeping 

sheep or cattle around this time; others, who wanted to remain hunters and gatherers, 

were forced off the best agricultural land and into the deserts. 

But many Bantu people also stayed in West Africa. For instance, there was a powerful kingdom 

at Djenne-Djeno, in modern Mali, far up the Niger River in West Africa, around 250 BCE. By 

300 CE, the men and women of Djenne-Djeno were trading along the Niger River with other 

West African communities to get iron and good stone to make grindstones. By 500 CE, there 

were about 20,000 people living in Djenne-Djeno, more than in most European towns of 

that time. There were also smaller towns around the main town. They kept on working iron, 

and by now were also working copper, which came more than 1000 kilometers (about 600 

miles) to get to Djenne-Djeno. They sold their pottery up and down the Niger River as far as 

750 kilometers (450 miles) away.  

 

 

 

Adapted from:  West Africa for Kids. History for Kids. 11 April 2013 

<http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/africa/history/bantu.htm>. 

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/science/mining/iron.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/timelines/500bc.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/africa/history/carthage.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/africa/environment/
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/africa/environment/
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/africa/history/khoisan.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/economy/farming/
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/economy/sheep.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/economy/cattle.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/economy/hunting.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/economy/gathering.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/timelines/500bc.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/science/mining/iron.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/medieval/history/earlymiddle/ostrogoths.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/science/mining/iron.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/arts/bronze.htm
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/arts/pottery/
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/africa/history/bantu.htm
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The Lapita People 

 

The Lapita lived in villages of stilt-legged houses and earth-ovens, made 

distinctive pottery, fished and exploited marine and aquacultural resources, raised 

domestic chickens, pigs and dogs, and grew fruit- and nut-bearing trees.  

 
 
Sources:   
Lapita Culture. Encyclopedia Britannica. 11 April 2013 <http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/330302/Lapita-

culture>. 
 “Lapita Cutlural Complex – First Settlers of the Pacific Islands.” About.com. Archaeology. 11 April 2013 

<http://archaeology.about.com/od/lterms/a/lapita.htm>. 

http://archaeology.about.com/od/domestications/qt/chicken.htm
http://archaeology.about.com/od/domestications/qt/pigs.htm
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/330302/Lapita-culture
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/330302/Lapita-culture
http://archaeology.about.com/od/lterms/a/lapita.htm
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Student Handout #5 - Examples or Non-examples? 

Claims from 

Handout 3:  

Feature 1: 

 

Large, strong 

militaries 

 
Did they have this? 

Yes or no. 

Feature 2: 

___________ 

 

___________ 

 
Did they have 

this? Yes or no. 

Feature 3: 

___________ 

 

___________ 

 
Did they have 

this? Yes or no. 

Feature 4: 

___________ 

 

___________ 

 
Did they have 

this? Yes or no. 

Feature 5: 

___________ 

 

___________ 

 
Did they have 

this? Yes or no. 

Empire or not?  

Why or why not? 

Olmec  

 

 

 

 

 

     

Moche  

 

 

 

 

 

     

Bantu  

 

 

 

 

 

     

Lapita  
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Student Handout #6 - EMPIRE - FRAYER MODEL 

Definition: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essential features: 

(what it has to have to be an empire) 

Examples: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-examples 
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Teacher Reference Sheet for Student Handout #6 - “EMPIRE” FRAYER MODEL 

Definition: 

 

• An empire is a group of organized societies that span a 

large geographic area and are united and ruled by a 

central authority… either a monarch/emperor or an 

oligarchy.  

 

 

 

 

Essential features: 

(what it has to have to be an empire) 

 

 government by a central authority like an emperor 

or oligarchy 

 control over a group of states 

 strong leadership figure 

 strong military used to control territory 

 large expanse of territory including different 

cultural and geographic regions 

 trade networks 

 technology, particularly for war 

Examples: 

 

 

 

 The Roman Empire 

 The Empire of Alexander the Great 

 The Persian Empire 

 The Mauryan Empire 

 The Galactic Empire! 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-examples 

 

 

 

 

 The Lapita culture of Oceania 

 The Bantu peoples of western and southern Africa 

 The city of Ur 

 The kingdom of Babylonia 

 The state of Michigan 
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Student Handout #7 - Writing Plan for an Argument 

1)     What is my claim?  What are two very important factors that need to be in place for a society to be an empire? 

 

2)      What is my evidence?  What examples are there from history that show how these factors were in place in societies that 

became empires?  This is the part where you basically describe the evidence/examples you are using. 

 

3) What is my reasoning?  How do these examples prove my claim?  What is an empire and why were the factors I have 

 identified necessary for empires to form?  This is the part where you explain how your evidence supports your claim.   

 

 

Claim:  What two factors are key to 
empire formation?

Evidence... the 
examples you use to 
support your claim.

Reasoning... your 
explanation or thinking 

about the evidence.


